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Balcony

SEATING CHART
CAHN AUDITORIUM - NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

SEATING CAPACITY
MAIN FLOOR   619
BALCONY   388
TOTAL            1007

SEATS K 401, K 201, N 301, N 311, Q 401 AND Q 201 HAVE REMOVABLE ARMS FOR EASIER ACCESS.

WHEELCHAIR SEATS: ROW A SEAT PAIRS: 201 & 202, 204 & 205, 207 & 208, 301 & 302, 303 & 304, 305 & 306, 307 & 308,
401 & 402, 404 & 405, AND 407 & 408.  EACH PAIR OF SEATS FOLDS AWAY TO ACCOMMODATE ONE WHEELCHAIR. 

Cahn Stage
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3, Hooding occurs here.
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Students (green line) 
• Students will move by rows (as directed by marshals) from audience to line up near stage (1) in 

front of podium.
• Students will give hooding card to Reader of Names at podium (2). Students MUST hold onto 

hooding card until this point.
• Student name will be read by Reader of Names and student will proceed to center stage (3) to 

be hooded * by faculty member.
• Students will proceed to dean (4) to shake hands and take a photo, then return to their seat (5).

Faculty in audience (teal line) 
• Faculty will leave seat in Row B (1), walk out the side doors on the left and go around back 

stage to wait for student name to be called (2).
• When student’s name is called, faculty hooder will move to center stage (3) to hood student.*
• After hooding/hand-shaking, faculty member will move to stage left (4) and go backstage and 

around through the right side doors to return to their seat in Row B (5).

Faculty on stage (purple line) 
• Faculty will leave seat (1) and move to stage right to wait for student name to be called (2). 
• When student’s name is called, faculty hooder will move to center stage (3) to hood student.*
• After hooding/hand-shaking, faculty member will move towards stage left and return to seat 

(4).

*Please see flip-side for detailed hooding instructions
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The Graduate School Hooding Ceremony
Diagram and Instructions

Cahn Auditorium
600 Emerson Street, Evanston



Hooding Instructions

• Student will approach 
stage with hood draped 
over right arm, cap in 
left hand

• Student will hand 
hooding card to Reader 
of Names at Podium. 

• After name is read, 
student will approach 
center stage to meet 
faculty hooder

• At center stage,  
student will give hood 
to faculty member.

• Student will turn to 
face the audience

• Faculty member will 
place hood over  
student’s head with 
satin finish towards 
student, and velvet  
towards faculty  
member

• Once hood is on, faculty 
member should turn 
the satin out and let 
student know to turn 
around to be  
congratulated

• Students will then  
proceed to Deans to 
shake hands and have 
their photo taken.

• Students will exit stage 
and return to seat.

      Correct:         Incorrect:

• If you are a graduate who is taller than you hooder, please remember to crouch down. Hooders 
should also be mindful of glasses.

• If you are a faculty member hooding a student out of order, this is noted on your card.
• If you are a faculty member hooding multiple students, you will stay in place at the hooding 

area (center stage) and wait for each student.


